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From the Vice-Chancellor's Desk 
It is a moment of pride and jubilation for everyone associated with this university as the university 
completed its sixth year on February 28, 2015. The occasion called for a week long festivity, 
celebrating every aspect of our achievements, be it academics, cultural feats, sports or 
innovation. Students of the university proved once again that they have the ability to shine in 
every field concurrent with their all round development. We organised cultural and academic 
competitions, annual athletic meet and several special lectures to mark the occasion. 
Foundation Day Lecture was delivered by internationally acclaimed agriculture economist and 
Chancellor of the university, Prof. Sardara Singh Johl who has a prominent role in giving shape to 
the policies and plans of this institution.
But we have a long way to go and we can not afford to be complacent. Through this issue of the 
university n , I call upon the students, faculty and staff of this institution to be prepared to face bigger 
challenges and emerge successful. Together, we can take this university to ever greater heights.
It gives me an element of satisfaction to find that the Editorial Board of the Newsletter is accomplishing the task with 
adequate sense of professionalism and punctuality. I wish they keep it up. 

          R. K. Kohli
Vice-Chancellor

From the Editorial Board
This issue of CUPB Newsletter puts forth the multilateral advances made by the university in a variety of fields, be it 
academics, sports, co-curricular activities or reaching out to the society. The issue also features a section on the latest 
Nobel Laureates in Economics and Literature. The next issue will include the latest Nobel Laureates in Peace and 
Physics along with the events, lectures, co-curricular activities and academic achievements of faculty and students. 
The Editorial Board seeks suggestions and comments in order to improve this venture.
Editorial Board: Dr. Alpna Saini Dr. Subhash Parihar   

Dr. Monisha Dhiman           Dr. Neetu Purohit

Panel Discussion organised on International Students Day
To observe International Students Day and instil national and educational spirit in the students, Central University of 
Punjab organised a panel discussion programme to discuss Shikshit Bharat, Saksham Bharat - Quality Education for 

All on November 17, 2014. On a very short notice, 10 students from various centres 
participated in the panel discussion. Vice-Chancellor Prof. R. K. Kohli and Dean 
Academic Affairs, Prof. P. Ramarao along with the judges Dr Puneet Pathak, Dr 
Monisha Dhiman and the coordinators Dr. Anjana Munshi and Dr. Preeti Khetarpal 
joined the panel discussion. Discussing education scenario of the nation, the 
participants stressed on quality education for all without discrimination. The panel 
showed their concern about the over increasing dropout rate, reasons and solutions, 
situation of education in government schools and increasing gap between government 
and  private schools in terms of quality education. 

Students engaged in a brain storming session

Central University Researchers Discover Carbon Dioxide Consuming Seaweed Species
Researchers of the Centre for Biosciences under the leadership of Dr. Felix Bast discovered a new bloom-forming 
species of large endemic green seaweed 'Ulva paschima Bast' of the West Coast of India 
having capability to capture Carbon Dioxide from the atmosphere. 
Researchers collected tubular 'Ulva' species from various locations in West Coast of Goa, 
Karnataka and Kerala over a stretch of 600 km, and used morphometry and DNA 
sequence data to compare evolutionary legacy of three seaweeds with other known 
seaweeds species. Bloom-forming seaweeds are also important for biofuel production, as 
these seaweeds can be easily cultivated in Open Ocean in a natural condition without 
major human efforts. The study was supported by INSPIRE Faculty Award from 
Department of Science and Technology, Government of India, awarded to Dr. Felix Bast.

ewsletter
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Special Lecture on National Law Day

A special lecture was organised by the Centre for Environmental Law on Law and Social Change on the occasion of 

National Law Day on November 26, 2014. It was delivered by Prof. Veer 

Singh, Former Vice-Chancellor, NALSAR University of Law, Hyderabad.

In his lecture, Prof. Veer Singh discussed various implications of law with 

respect to changing social scenario. He said that changes are definite to 

occur in the society and laws are to be modified and adapted as per the 

upcoming requirements of society. He said that there is no dearth of laws in 

Indian democratic system but the execution is slow and difficult. 

 

 
Prof. Veer Singh elucidating on the implications of law 

 

 
 Participants with the guests 

 

Essay Competition: Students putting their thoughts on paper

 

Symposium on Recent Trends in Molecular Medicine 

A one day symposium on Recent Trends in Molecular Medicines was organised on December 5, 2014 by Centre for 

Genetic Disease and Molecular Medicine. More than 100 participants registered for the programme. Dr. Anand 

Bachawat, Dean IISER, Mohali presented his research work which has led to deciphering unique molecular pathways 

in cells and their impact on human health. Professor Rakesh Tyagi and Professor Suman Dhar, Professors at Special 

Centre for Molecular Medicine, Jawahar Lal Nehru University, New Delhi, gave presentation on the epigenetic of 

transcription factors and their possible role in carcinogenesis and identification of key targets in malaria parasite for 

drug development respectively. Dr. M. K. Mahajan, Director Advanced Cancer Diagnosis and Research centre, 

Bathinda gave his insights in clinical cases and stressed on the need to bridge the gap between clinical and basic 

scientists. Dr. Javed Agrewala, Senior Scientist at IMTECH, Chandigarh gave an excellent presentation on the 

development of a vaccine for tuberculosis by his group. During the programme, scholars and participants 

enthusiastically participated in poster and oral presentations. It was followed by a lively panel discussion in which 

flaws in research work were discussed. 

Vice-Chancellor felicitating the guest speaker

Essay Competition and Discussion Programme on Subramania Bharti's Birthday
An essay competition and discussion programme on the birth anniversary celebration of Shri Subramania Bharti was 
organised on December 11, 2014. In this event, ten students of various centres participated in the essay competition 

and discussion programme in which they tried to explore 
various facts about life of the famous Tamil and Hindi poet, 
writer and social reformer from Tamilnadu, Sh. Subramania 
Bharti. A detailed discussion of his contributions to various 
fields like poetry, social reforms and revolutionary activities 
for India's independence was also discussed. The discussion 
highlighted nationalistic viewpoint of Subramania Bharti, who 
also worked as journalist and expressed his revolutionary 
thoughts through media to make aware the people of India 
against British. 
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Vice-Chancellor appreciating the efforts of the participants

  

 Research scholars pondering over serious causes at the oratory competition

 

 
 

 

Discussion and Poster Exhibition on Human Rights for Homemaker

A Discussion and a Poster Exhibition contest on the theme Human Rights for Homemaker  was organised by Centre 

for Environmental Law on December 12, 2014. Prof. P. Ramarao, Dean Academics Affairs initiated the discussion 

session as moderator. Several students and faculty members presented 

their views about rights of women, education for women, crime against 

women and human rights violations. Students also displayed colourful 

and vibrant posters on the same theme. Ms.  Manvi, from the Centre for 

Environmental Law was awarded first prize in poster making 

competition, Ms. Nisha from the Centre for Chemical and 

Pharmaceutical Sciences got second prize and Mr. V. J. Jatin of 

Environmental Law received third prize. Dr. Monisha Dhiman and Ms. 

Chitra were adjudged best speakers from faculty and students 

respectively.

Seminar and Oratory on Good Governance Day 

To celebrate the birth anniversary of Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, former Prime Minister of India, a seminar on Use of 

Technology and Innovations in promoting Good Governance 

and an oratory competition was organised by the university 

on December 24, 2014 to observe Good Governance Day. 

Six research students, Mr. Biswabhusan Bhuyan, Mr. Kovid 

Kumar, Mr. Azad Ansari, Mr. Niraj Kumar, Ms. Chitra and Ms. 

Meenakshi   presented their views in the seminar. In the 

oratory competition on Good Governance in Higher 

Education, several students from various centres 

participated. 

Debate on 

A debate competition on Use of Hindi, Value and its Significance was organised on January 11, 2015 to mark 

International Hindi Day. Students and employees of the university participated in the programme and shared their 

views about developing Hindi as a medium of interaction, making user friendly Hindi and adding importance of Hindi in 

official employment. In students category, Chitra, Vashali and Neeraj Kumar respectively got first, second and third 

prize while Poonam Rani, Ashwani Kumar and Mandeep Singh bagged first, second and third prize in employees' 

category.

Use of Hindi, Value and its Significance

Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan 

The Rashtriya Aavishkar Abhiyaan started at the university to 

inculcate a desire for enquiry-based learning and oscillate the 

students towards the fields of maths and science. The team 

consisting of Dr. Achchhe Lal Sharma, Dr. Jai Prakash, Dr. 

Monisha Dhiman, Dr. Vinod Pathania, Dr. Amarpreet Kaur and 

Er. Sukhreet Singh from various fields established basic 

experimental laboratories inaugurated on January 22, 2015. 

Under this scheme the faculty from CUPB visited the RBDAV 
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Experts viewing the models prepared by students at Innovators' Day
 

 

School, 

phases. In the first phase on December 17, 2014, Dr. Sandeep Singh and Dr. Monisha Dhiman delivered lectures on 

Cancer, Facts and Myths and Infectious Diseases: Focus on AIDS and Ebola respectively. In the second phase on 

December 19, 2014 Dr. Kamlesh Yadav and Dr Nagendra Babu delivered lectures on the topics Nano-Technology: 

The Technology of the Future and Carbon in our Environment respectively.

The university also signed MOUs with DAV College, Bathinda, Silver Oaks School, Bathinda, Saheed Sipahi 

Sandeep Singh Government Senior Secondary School, Bathinda and RBDAV School, Bathinda and agreed to give 

their faculty and students free access of Library, Computer Lab, Rashtriya Aavishkar Abhiyaan Laboratories and other 

facilities including intellectual input from our faculty for research and experimentation without any cost. 

Second Innovators' Day

To encourage innovations by the students of schools, colleges, educational institutions and general public, 

Innovators' Club of the university organised Second Innovators' Day on January 22, 2015. The chief guest Dr. K. K. 

Bhutani, officiating Director, NIPER, Mohali enlightened the audience with his lecture on Innovations and Science. 

The guest of honour Dr. S. S. Marwaha, Chief Executive Officer, Punjab Biotechnology Incubator, Mohali delivered a 

lecture on Innovations in Food and Safety Issues. The District Education Officer (Secondary), Dr. Amarjit Kaur Kotfata 

also graced the occasion with her presence. A total of 59 participants from 20 schools and 51 participants from 

colleges and general public participated in the programme. In the school category Ashutosh Gupta from Silver Oaks 

Public School, Jaspreet Singh of Govt. Senior Sec. 

School, Jassi Pauwali, Monish Kumar from Govt. Senior 

Sec. School, Jhumba, received the first, second and third 

prizes respectively. In the college category, the first prize 

was won by Suraj Kumar Pathak of DAV College, 

Bathinda, followed by Kamaljeet Singh of Aklia Group of 

Institutions, Bathinda, for the second prize. In the special 

category for the general public the awards for the best 

model was shared by Mr. Narayan, Mr. Balram Bhardwaj 

and Mr. Rajesh Monga.

Bathinda and delivered lectures on various current and upcoming issues. The visit was organised in two 

Republic Day Celebrated

A function was organised to celebrate 66th Republic Day at the university on January 

26, 2015. Prof. R. K. Kohli, Vice-Chancellor, hoisted the National Flag and inspected 

the guard of honour. Prof. (Dr.) Jai Rup Singh, former and founder Vice-Chancellor of 

the university was the Chief Guest. In his address, Prof. (Dr.) Jai Rup Singh said that 

quality education as well as the top ranking of the university was attained through 

team work of supporting students, faculty and non-teaching staff. Dr. (Mrs.) 

Pushpinder Jai Rup Kaur and Dr. (Mrs.) Kumkum Kohli also graced the occasion with 

their presence.  
                                                                     Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor hoisting the national flag   

National Workshop for Teachers and Students                                  

To emphasize the value of potable water for human beings, the university organised 

a one day National Workshop on Training the Trainers:  Water Quality and Health for 

government school teachers, academicians, researchers and students on February 

11, 2015.
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Vice-Chancellor felicitating the key speaker Prof. V.K.Garg   Students at the university museum 

 
A research scholar talks profusely about celebrating language diversity

 
 

Sixth Foundation Week Celebrations

Vice-Chancellor Prof. R. K. Kohli presided over the event. Guest of honour of the programme, Dr. Amarjit Kaur 

Kotfata, District Education Officer (Secondary), said that government school teachers will be highly benefitted by the 

initiative. Major General (Retd.) R. K. Kaushal described the significance of water while quoting from Shri Guru Granth 

Sahib where air, water, and earth have been given equal significance as mentor, father and mother respectively which 

we all should respect. Key speaker of the workshop, Prof. V. K. Garg of Guru Jambheshwar University, Hisar, said that 

today quality of clean water is depleting due to various human activities.  Prof. P. Ramarao, Dean Academic Affairs, 

also gave a presentation over the university's progress since its inception in 2009. Later, the teachers and students 

visited various laboratories to get aware about the techniques to prepare clean water. A poster presentation 

competition was also organised during the function in which more than 40 participants took part.

International Mother Language Day Celebrated

International Mother Language Day was celebrated in the university on February 21, 2015. Several students and 

faculty members took part in the Solo Song and Poetry Recitation Competition in their mother tongues; Bengali, 

Oriya, Punjabi, Hindi, Urdu, Assamese, Malayalam, Tamil, 

Marathi, Rajasthani, Haryanvi, Bhojpuri, Avadhi and 

Bangla. First prize was won by Mr. Rangman Das, while 

second and third prize were given to Mr. Varinder Singh 

and Mr. Gopale Amarnath, respectively. Ms. Preeti Dubey 

got consolation prize for her poem.

To make people aware about their rights and duties, the 

university introduced a three month certificate course in 

Human Rights and Duties on the same day. While 

addressing the participants of the course, Prof. R. K. Kohli, 

Vice-Chancellor, said that initiating certificate course of 

Human Rights and Duties is a step towards the formation of 

vigilant and responsible society as described in our 

constitution. 

The university celebrated its sixth Foundation Day through a week-long series of activities culminating into the 

Foundation Day Lecture on February 28, 2015. In a series of events being organised to celebrate 6th Foundation Day, 

the university organised a series of Special Lectures by eminent experts and academicians across several 

disciplines. First in this series was a lecture by Prof. Narpinder Singh, JC Bose National Fellow of Guru Nanak Dev 

University, Amritsar on Food Security and Post-Harvest Processing on February 23, 2015. Prof. Singh said 
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that to feed larger population, we are exploiting the land to its maximum extent to produce high yield and by spraying 

hazardous chemicals, pesticides, urea etc. are increasing the toxicity level in ground water and soil.   

Prof. Ashok Dhawan, member Expert, Camtec, USA delivered a lecture on Plant Cell & Tissue Culture: A Decade of 

Pursuits and Passion on February 26, 2015. In his lecture Prof. Dhawan discussed various phases of plants growth 

during research experiments. On February 27, 2015, Dr. Raj Bahadur, Vice-Chancellor, Baba Farid Institute of Health 

Sciences delivered a lecture on Journey of Spinal Surgery in 

India. 

Painting, Poster-making, Declamation and Photography 

Competitions were organised on February 23, 2015. 

Special Guest, Prof. Narpinder Singh announced the themes 

of all competitions. More than 180 students from 7 schools, 

11 colleges and 2 universities participated in these 

competitions and used artistic impressions of the university 

buildings, gardens, open spaces, life and daily activities in 

their art works. A Declamation Competition on Education 

System of India: Opportunities and Challenges was also 

organised in which 11 teams from schools and colleges 

participated.                                                                                                    

The university organised its Third Annual Sports Meet on February 24-25, 2015 to mark the sixth Foundation Day 

celebrations. Sh. S. S. Roy, Executive Director, Netaji Subhash National Institute of Sports, Patiala was the chief 

guest for the opening ceremony on February 24, 2015. 

After the formal declaration of sports meet, the chief guest Sh. S. S. Roy hoisted the flag. The sports meet 

commenced with a colourful march past by the students. 100 meters race, 220 meters race, relay race, long jump, 

shot put, discus throw were organised in which both boys and girls took part actively.  Competitions for faculty and 

staff were also organised separately. Besides these events, Badminton, Table Tennis, Chess, Cricket and Volleyball 

championships were held in the weeks leading up to sports meet. Several fun games such as tug of war, brick race 

and three legged race were also organised.

Sh. Gurbaksh Singh Sandhu, Chief Coach, Indian Boxing National team, Netaji Subhash National Institute of Sports, 

Patiala was the chief guest and Sh. Shiva Thapa, Olympian, two-time Asian gold medallist, youngest Indian boxer to 

participate in Olympics, ranked 3rd in the Bantamweight category in the AIBA Men's World Ranking was the guest of 

honour for the closing ceremony on February 25, 2015.  

          

In continuation of the Foundation Day Celebrations, an Essay Writing Contest was organised on February 26, 2015. 

The theme of the contest was Higher Education in India: Problems and Prospects. Several students from the 

university participated in the contest with fervour.
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  Foundation Day celebration: Students rejoicing in the culture and heritage of India

 

Hon'ble Chancellor Prof. S. S. Johl delivering his lecture
 

A Cultural Programme consisting of Solo Song, Group Song, Dance, Poetry 

Recitation and Traditional Dress Competitions was organised on February 27, 2015. 

Dr. Yograj Saini, Principal Commissioner, Income Tax Department was the Chief 

Guest on the occasion. 

The sixth Foundation Day of the university concluded with the Foundation Day Lecture by internationally acclaimed 

agriculture economist and Chancellor of the university, Prof. Sardara Singh Johl on February 28, 2015.   

In his address, Dr. Johl said that it is the duty of teachers and every individual to work for growth of the institution and 

individuals' performance determines progress. Giving a presentation on “Role of Banks in Growth”, Prof. Johl said that 

growth of India declined to 6.0 per cent in 2015 which was 10.3 in year 2010 while world's cumulative growth is 3.75 

and developing countries economy is just ranging at 2.2. He said that high crude rate, International Market slowdowns, 

unproductive subsidies, low growth and scams are primary factors to hamper the growth rate which requires 

interchange with majority government, low crude prices, increased flow of FDI and tax exemptions.                                                                                                                                             

Prof. P. Ramarao, Dean Academic Affairs made a presentation on the achievements of the university in the previous 

year. It was followed by 'Shabad', group song, a dramatic performance of Ajmer Singh Aulakh's 'Sukhi Kukh'. During 

the programme, mime, skit based on unemployed youth, Bhand and Giddha also won heavy round of applause. 

Various prizes and awards won during several competitions organised during the Foundation Day celebrations were 

distributed by the Chancellor. First students from all centres and first teaching and non-teaching staff were also 

felicitated. Dr. Dhanya M. S. received best faculty, Mr. 

Bhupinder Singh, best non-teaching (Technical), Mr. Nivedan 

Salwan, best non-teaching (Administration) and Mr. Gajendra 

Singh Vishwkarma received best student award from 

Chancellor, Prof. S. S. Johl and Vice-Chancellor, Prof. R. K. 

Kohli who also announced a special award in these three 

categories from next year. During the programme, new website 

of the university was also launched by the Chief Guest Prof. S. 

S. Johl. Members of Ludhiana based NGO 'We Mad' also gave 

a call for tree plantation to students on the occasion.
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Academic Achievements
 

1. Dr. Felix Bast from Centre for Biosciences received ICSSR major Research Grant amounting to Rs. 7,00,000 
funded by Indian Council for Social Science Research for the project “Tracing Evolutionary Legacy of Indian 
Languages using Computational Phylogenetics”.

2. Dr. Vikas Jaitak from Centre for Chemical and Pharmaceutical for the project “Studies on Phytoestrogens 
as anticancer agents from Asparagus racemosus (Shatavari) used in Breast cancer chemotherapy”. The 
project work will include the chemical investigation of secondary metabolites along with in-vitro and in-
silico study of phytoestrogens from Asparagus racemosus.

3. Prof. R. K. Kohli's J C Bose National Fellowship underwent a change of Institute from DAV University, 
Jalandhar to CUPB on 20-02-2015 with balance annual contingent grant of Rs 7,60,091/= vide 
SR/S2/JCB-11/2012.

4. Prof. R. K. Kohli received a DST- SERB R & D Project: Project No.: SB/CT/153/2013: Exploration of 
biological impacts of electromagnetic frequency radiation of cellphone range and understanding 
mechanism of its action in plant system amounting to Rs 43,03.000 (PI: Dr. Shalinder Kaur, Assistant 
Prof., P. U.; Co-PI: Prof R. K. Kohli)

5. Research Seed Money amounting to Rs. 3,00,000, funded by Central University of Punjab, Bathinda was 
received by the following faculty: 
a) Dr. Achchhe Lal Sharma from Centre for Physical and Mathematical Sciences for the project 

“Preparation characterization and evaluation of free standing polymeric films for energy 
storage/conversion device applications”.

b) Dr. Anil K. Mantha from Centre for Biosciences for the project “Identification of APE1-associated 
proteome during oxidative stress conditions in glioblastoma cell lines”. The proposed work will 
establish the role of DNA repair enzyme in nervous system disorders. 

c) Dr. Anjana Munshi from Centre for Human Genetics for the project “The prevalence of 
thalassemia and mutation spectrum associated with the disease in Malwa region of Punjab”. The 
project work will establish the prevalence of the disease and mutation spectrum associated with 
the development of thalassemia in the study population. This data will be useful for planning cost 
effective screening programmes as well as providing genetic counseling and prenatal diagnosis. 

d) Dr. Dhanya M.S. from Centre for Environmental Sciences and Technology for the project 
“Investigation on the potential of agro-wastes for production of eco-friendly products”. The project 
work will include bioprocess techniques for converting agro-waste to value-added products. It 
aims at viable options for effective management of agro-wastes to overcome environmental and 
economic issues.

e) Dr. Harish Chandra from Centre for Genetic Diseases and Molecular Medicine for the project 
“Proteasomal mediated regulation of pro-metastasis protein Toca-1 in Breast Cancer”.

f) Dr. Kamlesh Yadav from Centre for Physical and Mathematical Sciences for the project “Thin 
Film Deposition of Magnetic Oxides using Spray Pyrolysis Technique and their Characterization”.

g) Dr. Monisha Dhiman from Centre for Genetic Diseases and Molecular Medicine for the project 
 “Molecular Mechanisms of Pollen-Mediated Stress in Human Epithelial Lung cell line”. The 

proposed work will delineate the signalling involved during the pollen grains associated oxidative 
stress and inflammation in human lung cell lines.

h) Dr. Pankaj Bhardwaj from Centre for Biosciences for the project “Differential gene expression in 
response to ultra-low temperature in Rhododendron arboreum by whole genome transcriptome”. 
The project work will include the sequencing the transcript of the plant to find out the active gene 
network which comes in to action after the chilling spell in Himalayan region.

i) Dr. Preeti Khetarpal from Centre for Human Genetics for the project “Cytogenetic investigations 
in couples of primary infertility from Malwa region of Punjab, North-West India”. The project work 
will be helpful in the diagnosis and prognosis of infertility in the study subject.

j) Dr. Ramanpreet Kaur from Centre for Punjabi Language, Literature and Culture for the project "A 
Comparative Study of Formal and Semantic Structure of Japuji Sahib and Jaap Sahib in Indo-
Aryan Perspective" (1.5 Lakh). The project work will include the formal and semantic study of two 
sacred literary texts which have immense linguistic, literary, religious and philosophical potential. 
Japuji Sahib is considered as the essence of the first Sikh scripture.

k) Dr. Sanjeev Kumar from Centre for Biosciences for the project “Identification and 
characterization of stress proteins and related Heat Shock Factors; assessment of up/down-
regulated stress genes in preconditioned chickpea (Cicer arietinum L.)”. The project work will 
include work on testing effect of Non-lethal temperature at seedling stage in chickpea which may 
help in developing the immunity under high temperature conditions faced during later stages of 
plants. 

A. Research grants
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B. Papers presented/Seminars/workshops attended 
1. Dr. Alpna Saini from Centre for Comparative Literature attended a Refresher Programme at UGC 

Academic Staff College, Punjabi University, Patiala; November 17, 2014 – December 6, 2014.
2. Dr. Anil Kumar Mantha presented his work on “Assessment of Antioxidant Potential of Phytochemicals in 

Human Glioblastoma (U-87 MG) Cells” in 83rd Annual meeting of the Society of Biological Chemists of India, 
Bhubaneswar; December 17–21, 2014.

3. Dr. Anil Kumar Mantha also presented his work titled “Phytochemical modulation of APE1-mediated neuronal 
survival along with mitochondrial OXPHOS against Aβ-induced neurotoxicity: A synergistic mechanism of 
neuroprotection” in International Symposium on Translational Neuroscience organised by NIMHANS and 
Indian Association of Neurosciences, Bengaluru; October 31- November 2, 2014.

4. Dr. Dhanya M. S.  presented a paper on “Screening of Monocrotophos Tolerant Phosphorus Solubilizing 
Microbial Population” in 102nd Indian Science Congress organised by Indian Science Congress Association, 
University of Mumbai, Mumbai; January 3-7, 2015. The paper deals with tolerant native bacterial population in 
the soil samples with history of monocrotophos application from the villages of Teona Pujarian in Talwandi 
Sabo block of Bathinda, Punjab.

5. Dr. Dhanya M. S.  presented another paper on “Microbial Activity in Soil with Organophosphate Pesticides 
Application” in Talwandi Sabo, Bathinda, Punjab in Fifth International Conference on Plants & Environmental 
Pollution (ICPEP-5) organised by International Society of Environmental Botanists and CSIR – National 
Botanical Research Institute, Lucknow; February 24-27, 2015. The paper deals with bacterial population and 
phosphorus solubilizing bacteria in soil with regular and repetitive application of organophosphate pesticides.

6. Dr. Felix Bast attended an Orientation Programme at UGC Academic Staff College, Delhi University; 8th 
December, 2014 - 5th January, 2015.

7. Dr. Hans Raj Arora from Centre for Environmental Law was nominated as Resource Person to Chair an 
academic Session during the Two- Days' National Seminar on Uniform Civil Code and Personal Laws 
organised by Nehru Memorial PG Law College, Hanumangarh Town (Rajasthan) during December 13-14, 
2014.  More than 10 research papers were presented by different participants in this Technical Session.

8. Dr. Hans Raj Arora also presented a paper titled “Gay- Sex in India: Turning the Clock Back” in the same 
seminar. This paper deals with certain issues of public interest regarding problems and aspirations of a 
minority group of Gayesians in India and abroad. 

9. Dr Kousik Giri from Centre for Computational Sciences presented a poster entitled “Quantum Dynamical 
Studies of Surface-catalysed H Atom Recombination” in the Fourteenth Theoretical Chemistry Symposium 
(TCS 2014) organised at the CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory (CSIR-NCL), Pune; December 18-21, 
2014.

10. Dr. Monisha Dhiman presented her work titled “Oxidative Stress Induced Neo-antigen Formation and their 
Role in Innate Immune Responses in A549 Lung Carcinoma Cells” in 83rd Annual meeting of the Society of 
Biological Chemists of India, Bhubaneswar. 17–21 December 2014.

11. Dr. Naresh Singla from Centre for Economic Studies presented a paper on “Linkages between Fresh Food 
Supermarkets and Farmers in India: Impacts on Income, Efficiency and Diversification” in an international 
conference on Innovations in Indian Agriculture: Ways Forward organised by IEG-IFPRI at India International 
Centre; December 04-05, 2014. The paper deals with emerging innovative linkages between fresh food 
supermarkets and farmers in the context of India with the help of a major supermarket operating in Punjab.  

12. Dr. Naresh Singla presented another paper on “Linking MGNREGA with PRIs for Inclusive Development in 
India” in a national seminar on Panchayati Raj as an Instrument of Rural Development with Support from 
Financial Institution organised by Centre for Research in Rural and Industrial Development (CRRID), 
Chandigarh; November 27-28, 2014. The paper analyses the performance of MGNREGA at national level 
during 2006-07 to 2011-12 and different roles need to be undertaken by PRIs for promoting inclusive 
development in India.     

13. Dr. Naresh Singla also presented a paper on “Special Economic Zones in India: Principles, Practices and 
Prospects” in a UGC sponsored national seminar on Special Economic Zones: Prospects and Challenges 
organised by DAV College, Chandigarh; November 21, 2014. The paper highlights principles and practices 
involved in setting up of special economic zones in India. It also attempts to find out the major issues and 
problems faced in special economic zones.

14. Dr. Naresh Singla presented another paper on “Inter-State Income Disparities and Convergence in India: A 
Study of Pre and Post Reform Period” at 18th Annual conference of Indian Political Economy Association 
organised by Giri Institute of Development Studies, Lucknow; November 15-16, 2014. The paper explains the 
inter-state income disparities across 15 major states of India during 198-81 to 2010-11 using absolute income 
convergence approach. The study concludes the different states of India are diverging from each other in 
terms of per capita income. 
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15. Dr. Pankaj Bhardwaj and Dr. Sanjeev Kumar attended a brain storming session on “Plant Metabolomics; 
Structure and Function” organised by DST, GOI and University of Hyderabad, on December 18, 2014. The 
brain storming session dealt with the various aspects of plant secondary and primary metabolites and their 
role in the understanding the very basics of plant functions.

16. Dr. Puneeta Pandey from Centre for Environmental Sciences and Technology presented a paper on 
“Assessment of variability of Aerosol Optical Depth (AOD) using MODIS data in Bathinda, a north-western 
district of India” in 15th ESRI India User Conference-2014 organised by ESRI India NIIT GIS Ltd., New Delhi 
on December 9-11, 2014. The paper deals with assessing the spatial and temporal dimensions of aerosol load 
over the district of Bathinda, a north-western district in the state of Punjab, India. The study reports the 
concentration levels of aerosols over the entire year of 2013 for the district of Bathinda using remote sensing 
and GIS. 

17. Dr. Puneeta Pandey presented a poster on “Change detection in Harike Wetland using Geospatial 
Technology” in 18th Punjab Science Congress on Innovative Trends of Science & Technology in Current 
Scenario organised by Punjab Academy of Sciences (Patiala), Desh Bhagat University, Mandi Gobindgarh on 
February 7-9, 2015. The paper deals with analysing the changes that the wetland has undergone over a 
period of twelve years using Landsat satellite data from USGS. The study revealed that the wetland was 
undergoing deterioration due to various activities such as weed infestation, siltation and effluent discharges 
into the river.

18. Dr. Puneeta Pandey presented a paper on “Assessment of Noise Pollution in the City of Bathinda, Punjab” in 
Fifth International Conference on Plants and Environmental Pollution (ICPEP-5) organized by International 
Society of Environmental Botanists (ISEB) and CSIR-National Botanical Research Institute (NBRI), Lucknow 
on February 23-27, 2015. The paper deals with the objective to quantify spatial dynamics of noise pollution in 
the city of Bathinda in the backdrop of national and international noise level criteria. 

19. Dr. Puneeta Pandey presented a poster on “Temporal Assessment of Harike Wetland using Remote Sensing 
and GIS” in a national workshop on Training the Trainers -Water Quality and Health organised by Central 
University of Punjab on February 11, 2015. The poster deals with assessing the current status of Harike 
wetland using Remote sensing and GIS techniques. The poster further stresses on the need of regular 
monitoring of wetland using remote for better management practices. 

20. Dr. Puneeta Pandey presented another poster on “Assessment of Health Status of Water Bodies by 
Monitoring Water Quality using Planktons as Bioindicators” in a national workshop on Training the Trainers -
Water Quality and Health organised by Central University of Punjab on February 11, 2015. The poster deals 
with assessing the health status of Brari Nambal Basin using Planktons as Bioindicators.  

21. Dr. Ramanpreet Kaur from Centre for Punjabi Language, Literature and Culture presented a paper on 
“Teekakari Viakhyakari Aadharat Viakhya-Shastar” in the national seminar on Hermeneutics of Guru Nanak 
Bani: Different Perspectives organized by Department of Guru Nanak Studies, Guru Nanak Dev University, 
Amritsar on November 26-27, 2014. The paper deals with the possibilities of Hermeneutics of Guru Nanak 
Bani on the basis of the semantic analysis of available commentaries of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. 

22. Dr. Sanjeev Kumar attended an Orientation Programme conducted by UGC-ASC, University of Hyderabad 
from January 8-February 4, 2015. The program was focused on the training on ICT based teaching and 
Moodle MOOC.  

23. Dr. Shamshir Singh Dhillon from Centre for Education   presented a paper on “Use of Social Media in Higher 
Education” in a national seminar on Relevance of Interdisciplinary approach in Higher Education organised by 
Chaudhary Ranbir Singh University, Jind (Haryana) on November 12-13, 2014. The paper deals with the 
positive and negative role played by the Social media in Higher Education.

24. Dr. Yogalakshmi K. N. from Centre for Environment Science and technology attended a IIRS Outreach 
Programme on Basics of Remote Sensing, Geographical information System & Global Navigation Satellite 
System organised by Indian Institute of Remote Sensing, Indian Space Research Organisation, Department 
of Space, Govt. of India, Dehradun on August 4- November 14, 2014.

C. Awards/Honours
1. Dr. Anjana Munshi was elected as the Executive Council Member, Indian Society of Human Genetics, a 

premier body of about 1600 human geneticists from all over India.
2. Dr. Felix Bast has been inducted into the editorial board of Journal of Phylogenetics & Evolutionary Biology.
3. Dr. Felix Bast has also been inducted into the editorial board of Journal of Cell Science & Molecular Biology. 
4. Dr. Hans Raj Arora was appointed the Member of Board of Studies in the School of Legal Studies and 

Governance being run in the university, per Ref. No. CUPB/ CC/ 14/ Notification/ 4335, November1, 2014.
5. Dr. Sandeep Singh from Centre for Genetic Diseases and Molecular Medicine has been conferred with 

"Young Scientist Award" by Punjab Academy of Sciences at Punjab Science Congress, 2015.
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6. Under the supervision of Prof. R. K. Kohli, Ph.D. degree was awarded to Ms Priyanka on the Thesis entitled 
“Investigating the role of B-pinene in alleviating the phytotoxic effect of hexavalent chromium {(Cr(VI)}” , 
Faculty of Science, Panjab University.

D. Publications 
1. Dr. Alpna Saini published a paper titled “The Queen and the Queer: Gendered Subjectivity in Mahesh 
 Dattani's Bravely Fought the Queen” in a book titled Mahesh Dattani and Metatheatre: A Study of New Social 
 Issues (Editor: Nagraj G. Holeyannavar, published by Mangalam Publications, 2015).
2. Dr. Alpna Saini published another paper titled “Manjula Padmanabhan's Lights Out: An Exploration of 
 Voyeurism” in The IIS University Journal of Arts. (Volume 3, No.1, 2014).
3. Dr. Anil K. Mantha and Dr. Monisha Dhiman published a research article titled “Ginkgolide B Revamps 

Neuroprotective Role of APE1 and Mitochondrial OXPHOS Against Aβ (25-35)-Induced Neurotoxicity in 
Human Neuroblastoma Cells” in Journal of Neuroscience Research. (Feb 9, 2015.). The paper deals with the 
amyloid beta (Aβ) induced mitochondrial dysfunction in the pathogenesis of Alzheimer's disease (AD) and 
role of DNA repair enzyme Apurinic/apyrimidinic endonuclease 1 (APE1) and Ginkgolide B to improve 
therapeutic potential for AD via the synergistic effect. 

4. Dr. Anjana Munshi published a research paper titled "Genetic determinants in ischemic stroke subtypes: 
seven year findings and a review" in Journal of Gene (Volume 555, Issue 2, January, 2015). The paper deals 
with the candidate gene associated with the development of different ischemic stroke subtypes.

5. Dr. Anjana Munshi published another research paper titled “Association of serum trace elements and minerals 
with genetic generalized epilepsy and idiopathic intractable epilepsy” in Journal of Neurochemical Research 
(Volume 39, Issue 12, December, 2014. The paper deals with the association of serum calcium, magnesium, 
zinc and copper in the development of genetic generalized epilepsy [GGE; erstwhile known as idiopathic 
generalized epilepsy (IGE)] as well as idiopathic intractable epilepsy (IIE), in which seizures persist despite 
treatment with at least two or three antiepileptic drugs tolerated at reasonable dosage.

6. Dr. Felix Bast published a research paper titled "Brown barcoded as red but reality is green! How epiphytic 
green algae confuse phycologists?" in Webbia- Journal of Plant Taxonomy and Geography (DOI: 
10.1080/00837792.2015.1014217, 2015). The paper deals with exposing that a number of accessions in 
NCBI-GenBank database are taxonomically mis-identified and recommended that the research papers 
based on those misidentified accessions should be retracted.

7. Dr. Felix Bast published another research paper titled “A Brief History of Earth” in the journal Ocean Digest 
(Volume 2, No. 1, 2015).  This paper deals with evolution of earth. It also explains the history of formation of 
different layers of earth.

8. Dr. Felix Bast also published a research paper titled “Phylogeographic Assessment of Panmictic Monostroma 
Species from Kuroshio Coast, Japan Reveals Sympatric Speciation” in Journal of Applied Phycology (DOI 
10.1007/s10811-014-0452-x, 2015). This paper deals with the sympatric speciation and intraspecific 
sequence divergence of intertidal green alga Monostroma collected from Japan-the first ever discovery of the 
existence of sympatric speciation in any panmictic eukaryotic population.

9. Dr. Felix Bast published a book titled Creatures of India: Guide to Animals in India with up-to-date systematics 
published by New Delhi Publishers (ISBN: 9789381274484, 2014). This book deals with the biodiversity of the 
mammals, fishes, birds and reptiles throughout the India. 

10. Dr. Felix Bast published a research paper titled “Low-Carb High-Fat: A Paradigm Shift in Nutrition” in the 
journal Science Reporter (2014). This paper deals with the study on a group of people that were on low 
carbohydrate diet show higher decrease in weight and fat mass as compared to other group on high 
carbohydrate diet.

11. Dr. Felix Bast also published a research paper titled “Secret of waking-up fresh and having a great day!” in the 
journal Science Reporter (Volume 51, No. (9) 11, 2014). This paper deals with study of optimum sleep cycle 
and time duration that keeps the body fresh. It is helpful in increasing the working ability and memory 
retention.

12. Dr. Felix Bast published a research paper titled “European Species of Subaerial Green Alga Trentepohlia 
annulata (Trentepohliales, Ulvophyceae)  Caused  Blood  Rain  in  Kerala” in Journal of Phylogenetics and 
Evolutionary Biology (DOI:10.4172/2329-9002.1000144, Issue 3, 2015). The paper deals with falsifying alien 
origin hypothesis behind Blood rain - a phenomenon experienced sporadically at various south Indian 
locations in 2011. Using DNA barcoding and computational phylogenetics, authors were able to prove that 
spores of terrestrial green algae, Trentepohlia annulata caused the blood rain. This finding indicates the 
existence of areal dispersal of algal spores on continental and global scales through “clouds over oceans”- a 
phenomenon earlier reported for bacteria and fungi, but for the first time in algae. This paper is generated out 
of international collaboration (authors have collaborated researchers from Austria in this paper).
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13. Dr. Felix Bast published another research paper titled “Taxonomic reappraisal of Monostromataceae 
(Ulvophyceae, Chlorophyta) Based on Multi-Locus Phylogeny” in Webbia - Journal of Plant Taxonomy and 
Geography (DOI: 10.1080/00837792.2015.1004845, 2015). This paper deals with Multi-locus evolutionary 
study of the green algal family Monostromataceae around the world with description of new alga Monostroma 
kuroshiensis Bast from Japan.

14. Dr. Felix Bast also published a research paper titled “High-throughput virtual screening, identification and in 
vitro biological evaluation of novel inhibitors of Signal Transducer and Activator of Transcription 3” in Journal 
of Medicinal Chemistry Research (2015). This paper deals with the in-silico study of over expression of signal 
transducer and activator of transcription factor 3 which itself play an important role in anti-cancerous activity.

15. Dr. Hans Raj Arora published a research paper titled “Noise: An Invisible Archenemy” in an online journal 
International Journal of Law and Governance (Issue No. 3, 2014). The paper deals with the vices of noise 
pollution in Indian scenario and its sluggish control mechanism.

16. Dr. Hans Raj Arora published another research paper titled “Fairness of the Fair Sex” in a book titled Crime 
against Women (Editor Dr. Sukanta Sarkar, Publisher Mangalam Publications, Delhi, 2014). The paper deals 
with the serious and the burning problem of Female Foeticide in some of the Indian States.

17. Dr. Harish Chander from the Centre for Molecular Medicine published a research paper titled "Toca-1 is 
suppressed by p53 to limit breast cancer cell invasion and tumor metastasis" in Breast Cancer Research 
(Volume 16, Issue 6, Date: December, 2014). The paper deals with a mechanism of the invasive breast 
cancers.

18. Dr. Jubilee Padmanabhan from Centre for Education edited a book titled Dimensions of Innovations in 
Education published by New Delhi Publishers, New Delhi, 2015.

19. Dr. Jubilee Padmanabhan edited another book titled Dynamics of Education published by New Delhi 
Publishers, New Delhi, 2015.

20. Dr. Monisha Dhiman published a research paper entitled “P47phox-/- mice are compromised in expansion 
and activation of CD8+ T cells and susceptible to Trypanosoma cruzi infection” in one of the most reputed and 
highest impact factor (8.4) journal of parasitology PLOS Pathogens (December, Volume 10, Issue 12, 2014). 
The paper investigated the significance of NADPH oxidase (NOX2) in the development of protective immunity 
to an intracellular pathogen Trypanosoma cruzi that causes Chagas disease.

21. Dr. Naresh Singla and Fayaz Ahmad Beag from Centre for Economic Studies  published a research paper 
titled “Cointegration, Causality and Impulse Response Analysis in Major Apple Markets of India” in Agricultural 
Economics Research Review (Volume 27, Issue 3, December, 2014). The paper deals with market integration 
across five major wholesale apple markets of India and confirmed the presence of cointegration, implying the 
long-run price association among the markets.

22. Dr. Rajinder Kumar from Centre for Comparative Literature published a research paper titled “Salaam tatha 
Jeenkathi mein Dalit Vimarsh ka Tulnatmak Adhyayan” in the journal Hashiye Ki Awaz, Issue 02 (February 
2015). The paper deals with the comparative study of dalit issues like social discrimination, violence against 
dalits, economic exploitation of Dalits and Dalit consciousness in the short stories of Om Prakash Valmiki and 
S. R. Harnot.

23. Dr. Rajinder Kumar published another research paper titled “Bagri Boli: Ek Parichyatmak Adhyayan” in the 
journal Shabad Sarokar (Issue 45, October-December, 2014). This paper deals with the introduction of Bagri 
Dialect. The geographical area, types and grammatical aspects are covered under this paper.

24. Dr. Satvinderpal Kaur from Centre for Education published a research paper titled “Policy Perspectives in 
Expansion of Higher Education; A Look on Accessibility and Equity” in Journal of Man and Development by 
Centre for Research in Rural and Industrial Development Chandigarh. (Volume XXXVI, Issue 4, December, 
2014). The paper deals with policy perspectives in Higher Education in India.

25. Dr. Satvinderpal Kaur published another research paper titled “Extent of Public Expendirure in Higher 
Education: An interstate Analysis of Some Major States in India” in Journal of Researcher's Tandem (Volume 
5, Issue7,  July-Oct 2014). The paper deals with-Higher Education.

26. Er. Meenakshi Mittal from Centre for Computer Science and Technonlogy published a research paper titled 
“Performance evaluation of various symmetric encryption algorithms” in conference proceedings of 
International Conference on Parallel, Distributed and Grid Computing published in IEEE Journal (December, 
2014). 

27. Dr. Vikas Jaitak published an editorial titled "Essential Oils: New Perspectives in Human Health and Wellness 
" in Journal of Evidence-Based Complementary and Alternative Medicine (Volume 2014, 2014). The editorial 
deals with overview of the research being carried out globally in the field of essential oils.

28. Dr. Vikas Jaitak published another research paper titled "Chemical composition and biological effects of 
Artemisia essential oils from Western Himalaya" in the journal Planta Medica (Volume 80, 2014). The 
paper deals with the determination of chemical composition of essential oil from Artemisia essential oils 
using sophisticated analytical techniques (GC/MS and GC/FID). It was evidently found that the oils 
possess antibacterial, mosquito biting deterrent and larvicidal property.
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29. Dr. Vikas Jaitak also published a research paper titled “In-vitro anti-mutagenic potential of Potentilla 
fulgens: A Western Himalayan Plant” in Journal of Natural Remedies (Volume 14, issue 2, 2014). The 
paper deals with the study of anti-mutagenic potential of extracts of Potentilla fulgens, thereby indicating 
that it can be used in the development of chemotherapeutic agents beneficial in curbing cancer 
progression.

30. Dr. Vikas Jaitak published a research paper titled “Molecular Docking Simulation Study of Phytoestrogens 
from Asparagus racemosus in Breast Cancer Progression” in International Journal of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences and Research, (Volume 6, issue 1, 2015). The paper deals with the exploration of computer 
aided biological interaction of the molecules obtained from Asparagus racemosus with the receptor sites, 
which indicate their involvement in the management of breast cancer progression. 

31. Dr. Vikas Jaitak published another research paper titled “Chemical Composition and Biological Activity of 
Essential Oils of Dracocephalum heterophyllum Benth and Hyssopus officinalis L collected wild from 
Western Himalaya” in Natural Product Communications (Volume 10, issue 1, 2015). The paper 
investigates chemical and biological aspects of essential oils obtained from Dracocephalum 
heterophyllum Benth and Hyssopus officinalis L. It was found that they possess promising antifungal 
activity and also protects from the Aedes aegyptii by virtue of its bitting deterrent property.

E. Lectures/ Invited Talks Delivered
1. Dr. Anjana Munshi delivered an  invited lecture on” Genetic influences in the pathogenesis of multifactorial 

ischemic stroke and its subtypes “in an international conference Neuroupdate, 2014  organised  by 
Calcutta National Medical College, Govt. of West Bengal &  CSIR-Indian Institute of Chemical Biology 
during November  28- 29, 2014. The paper deals with genetic risk factors for ischemic stroke and its 
subtypes.

2. Dr. Desh Deepak Singh gave invited talk on “Intracellular Microbe Macrophage interactions: 
Leishmaniasis the unfolding story” at the sixth symposium on Frontiers of Molecular Medicine organized 
by Special Centre for Molecular Medicine, Jawahar Lal Nehru University on February 13-14, 2015

3. Dr. Felix Bast delivered an Invited Talk at S. Govt. College of Science and Technology, Jagraon, Punjab 
on   February 16, 2015 on “Phylogenetic Systematics of Aquatic Plants.”

4. Dr. Jubilee Padmanabhan was a resource person in Workshop on Design and development of 
pedagogical tools and materials for school attachment programme of integrated pre-service teacher 
education course at secondary level at Regional Institute of Education (NCERT), Mysore from January 5-
8, 2015. The workshop included developing lesson plan formats and assessment formats for the 
internship of B.Sc. Ed students of RIE, Mysore.

5. Dr. Monisha Dhiman was invited to present her work titled “Oxidative Stress induced Innate Immune 
Responses of A549 Lung Carcinoma Cells” at 5th International Conference on Stem Cells and Cancer 
(ICSCC-2014): Proliferation, Differentiation, and Apoptosis in JNU Convention Centre, New Delhi, India 
on November 8-10, 2014. 

6. Dr. Monisha Dhiman was invited for a presentation on “Prickly 
Poppy Pollen Induced Stress in Human Lung Carcinoma A549 
Cells” in 4th Biennial 'International Conference on New Developments 
in Drug Discovery from Natural Products and Traditional Medicines at 
NIPER, Mohali on November 20-22, 2014.

7. Dr. Monisha Dhiman was invited for a lecture at International 
Symposium on Current Advances in Radiobiology, Stem Cells and 
Cancer Research at JNU, New Delhi, India on the topic “Doxorubicin-
induced Toxicity in Cardiomyocytes” on February19-21, 2015.

8. Dr. Preeti Khetarpal delivered an invited lecture on “Molecular Insights 
into Primordial Dwarfism” on February 6, 2015 in a conference on DNA 
Diagnostics 2015 at PGIMER, Chandigarh.

9. Dr. Sandeep Singh delivered a special guest lecture on World Cancer 
Day titled "Cancer: Understanding the disease and busting the Myths" on February 4, 2015 at MIMIT Malout.

10. Dr. Sandeep Singh also presented a research talk title "Mitochondria transplantation reverses the tumor 
phenotype" at Punjab Science Congress at DBU, Mandi Gobindgarh organised by Punjab Academy of 
Sciences during February7-9, 2015.

11. Dr. Vikas Jaitak delivered an Invited Lecture on “Stevia rebaudiana: Natural substitute for sugar” in 4th 
Biennial International Conference on Drug Discovery from Natural Products and Traditional Medicines 
(DDNPTM-2014) at NIPER Mohali; November  20-22 , 2014. The lecture dealt with the importance and 
current research on natural sweeteners from Stevia rebaudiana.

Dr. Dhiman judging a poster session
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12. Prof. R. K. Kohli delivered NIPER Foundation Day lecture Biodiversity Conservation: Problems and 
Solutions on 15 February, 2015 at NIPER Mohali.

F. Students' Achievements 
1. Jaskiran Kaur from Centre for Environmental Science and Technology presented a poster on “Germination 

behaviour of barley grains grown in Fertilizer industry wastewater” in a National Workshop on Advances in 
Agricultural Sciences & Biotechnology organised by DAV College, Jalandhar; February 28, 2015. 

2. Jimi M. Alex (PIs: Dr. Raj Kumar and Dr. Sandeep Singh), Centre Pharmaceutical Sciences and Ravi 
Cholia (PI: Dr Anil K Mantha), Centre for Biosciences were awarded for best poster presentation first and 
second positions respectively during the One day Symposium organized by Centre for Genetic Diseases 
and Molecular Medicine with theme Recent Trends in Molecular Medicine on December 5, 2015. 

3. Navrattan Kaur presented poster entitled “Ginkgolide-B in league with APE1/Ref-1: improve mitochondrial 
thoxphos against amyloid β(25-35) neurotoxicity” in 4  Biennial International Conference on Drug 

Discovery from Natural Products and Traditional Medicines (DDNPTM-2014) at NIPER Mohali on 
November 20-22 , 2014. 

4. Shishir Upadhyay presented poster entitled “Oxidative Stress induced Innate Immune Responses of A549 
Lung Carcinoma Cells” in 5th International Conference on Stem Cells and Cancer (ICSCC-2014): 
Proliferation, Differentiation, and Apoptosis held at JNU Convention Centre, New Delhi, India on 8 - 10 
November, 2014. 

5. Students from Centre for Environmental Science and Technology Ms. Jaskiran Kaur,  Mr. Jatinder Singh,  
Ms. Gini Rani,  Mr. Vijay Jaswal attended a IIRS Outreach Programme on Basics of Remote Sensing, 
Geographical information System & Global Navigation Satellite System, organised by Indian Institute of 
Remote Sensing, Indian Space Research Organisation, Department of Space, Govt. of India, Dehradun 
on August 4 - Nov 14, 2014.

G. National Level Fellowships/Scholarships  

RGNF = Rajiv Gandhi National Fellowship; MANF = Maulana Azad National Fellowship

 
Centre  S. No. Name of Student Batch Achievement

Centre for Biosciences 1. Rashpal Singh  2013-14
2014-15
2013-14
2013-14

RGNF 
2. Prabat Suman RGNF 
3. Sukhchain Kaur RGNF 
4. Sumandeep Juneja MANF 

Centre for Environment 
Sciences & Technology 5. Gini Rani RGNF 

Centre for Developmental 
Economics 6. Manpreet Kaur RGNF  

7. Parmjeet Kaur RGNF

2013-14

2013-14
2013-14

Recently, a few major equipments were added to various laboratories. Centre for 
Genetic Diseases and Molecular Medicine and Centre for Pharmaceutical 
Sciences laboratories got UV-Visible spectrophotometer (UV-1800) with a 
Wavelength range of 190-1100nm from Shimazdu. The UV-Visible 
spectrophotometer delivers better performance and ease of use with powerful 
functionality and UV Probe software.

               Two-dimensional (2D) gel electrophoresis is a general tool for proteomic 
studies and an asset for identifying / discovering proteins from cells and other bio-
materials towards identification of biomarkers. Centre for Biosciences 
procured a fully automated 2D gel electrophoresis system from GE 
Healthcare systems. This will produce a high quality interaction data 
essential for successful proteomics applications ranging from rapid 
screening and identification of potential binding partners, to detailed 
characterization studies providing mechanistic insights.  

Infrastructural Strides

UV-Visible spectrophotometer

Two-dimensional (2D) gel electrophoresis system



CUPB Newsletter

NOBEL LAUREATES
Nobel Laureate in Economics 2014
The Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences, officially known as The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic 
Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel is awarded annually by the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences to researchers 
in the field of economics. 

Jean Tirole
Field: Economics, for his analysis of “market power and regulation”. 
Jean Tirole  was born in 1953 in Troyes, France. He did his Ph.D.  in 1981 from 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, United States. He is the 
scientific director of the Institut d' Economie Industrielle, University of Social 
Sciences, Toulouse. He is also affiliated with CERAS, Paris and MIT, where he 
holds a visiting position. Before moving to Toulouse in 1991, he was professor of 
economics at MIT. In 1998, he was president of the Econometric Society, whose 
executive committee he has served on since 1993. He is president-elect of the 
European Economic Association. 
Mr. Tirole's work is an assessment on how governments should regulate powerful 
companies that dominate markets, in order to prevent consumers from their 
monopolistic behaviour.  He has researched on how market regulations should be 

carefully adapted to the conditions of specific industries, rather than general regulations such as price caps which can 
do more harm than good. He believes therefore that the best regulation or competition policy should therefore be 
carefully adapted to every industry's specific conditions. In many of his articles and books, Jean Tirole has presented a 
general framework for designing such policies and applied it to a number of industries, ranging from 
telecommunications to banking. Based on these new insights, governments can better encourage powerful firms to 
become more productive and, at the same time, prevent them from harming competitors and customers.

Nobel Laureate in Literature 2014
The nobel laureate in literature is chosen by an academy consisting of 18 prominent Swedish literary figures.

Patrick Modiano
Field: Literature“for the art of memory with which he has evoked the most 
ungraspable human destinies and uncovered the life-world of the 
occupation”.
Patrick Modiano was born in a west Paris suburb two months after the second 
world war ended in Europe in July 1945. Modiano's early period in life has 
strongly influenced his writing. His father was of Jewish Italian origins and met 
his Belgian actor mother during the occupation of Paris.  
Patrick Modiano is the fifteenth French writer who has been conferred with the 
nobel prize in literature. He has won this award for his lifelong study of the 
Nazi occupation and its effect on his country.  The recurrent themes in 
Modiano's novels are  memory, loss, identity and time. Among more than 40 
works, Modiano wrote the Prix Goncourt-winning Missing Person and co-

wrote the acclaimed movie Lacombe, Lucien.  He had also won the Austrian State Prize for European Literature in 
2012. Modiano lives in Paris and is known to shun media and interviews. He writes children's books, movie scripts but 
it is mainly novels that he focuses on. 
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